Professional Testimonials for Lorelei Amato
From Kay Sneed, co-teacher at Epiphany School’s extended day program:
I’m writing as a colleague of Lorelei Amato’s.  Lorelei and I have worked together as lead teachers in the Extended Day program at Epiphany School since the fall of 2022.  I am a retired classroom teacher who came back to work in an extended day program because I missed the kiddos and the professional interaction with other teachers.
Lorelei is exceedingly skilled as an artist and at helping students find their own creative talents. She makes learning fun and challenges students to be more adventurous and nuanced as they take on bigger projects.  Lorelei introduces a large range of ways students can be creative and express themselves through drawing, painting, needle felting, knitting, making puppets or costumes, stop motion videos, and creating skits.  She always listens to what the student might be interested in exploring.
Lorelei cares about each student and is often a confidante as the student sees how she takes them seriously and respects them.  She allows for a lot of freedom but sets boundaries that are clear and appropriate for the setting and activity.  Her interesting projects motivate students to self-regulate, focus, and take pride in what they create, whether working in groups or individually. I thoroughly enjoy working with Lorelei.  
From Roberta Newell, a Women in Art History online student
Lorelei Amato teaches from a place of wholeness that transforms teaching from conveying content to providing space and freedom for self-expression. Not content to teach about “art” …she uses art as a lens for deep observation of the fullness of life throughout history, within culture and inside ourselves as expressive human beings filled with longing, desire and beauty. And she is fun, funny and welcoming!
I had the pleasure of taking Lorelei’s Women in Art History class. It was an online course covering a different woman artist each week — from the Renaissance to modern times. Lorelei presented each artist in their cultural context and explained attributes of their style. She also carefully and consistently explained the constraints these artists faced as women in their societies. Then she set us loose to create our own unique piece of art in that style. We worked at our own pace while on Zoom together; chatting and encouraging each other. 
The class was an interesting mix of young and old, experienced artists and novices (like myself). Some were focused on cultural issues and others more on their own projects. It was especially meaningful for me to share the class with my best friend of 40+ years who, as it turned out, was declining and near the end of her life. We lived far apart but the Zoom class gave us “studio time” to share in a very sweet way. The last thing my friend texted me about before she passed away was to suggest that we go together to see a Faith Ringgold exhibit (after having studied Ringgold in the class). 
Lorelei encouraged us all by providing an encouraging, nonjudgmental environment. I hadn’t taken an art class since elementary school (I’m now 73). But it felt so natural. And kind. And helpful. She let us each find a safe space to explore ourselves and create something witnessed by others.
The class was also an opportunity to reflect on the opportunities now available to us, as women artists, and the ones that are still denied. Posing meaningful questions about how privilege and power have played out in the past and continue to shape “art” today.
Lorelei is a true teacher. The kind that changes lives for the better. How lovely to have benefitted from her wealth of experience and wisdom!
From Leslie Larkin, teaching colleague at Epiphany School and Trillium Academy and a participant in the Art Therapy capstone study:
I have known Lorelei both as a colleague and a friend for 4 years and have been in awe of her ability to use art to inspire, connect, and heal. Whether working with children or adults, neurotypical or neurodivergent, Lorelei is committed to accessing her students’ true selves and helping them express their unique voices with confidence and authenticity. 
At Trillium Academy Lorelei immediately made her students feel comfortable, knowing intuitively when to nudge them forward or simply let them rest. In working with her personally over the last few weeks, I unearthed a deep sense of joy and relief that I didn’t think was possible during this difficult time in my life. I am truly grateful for this experience.
Katy Dichter, ABS Faculty at Seattle Central College
Lorelei Amato was in my Applied Behavioral Science 330 class on Information Literacy and Program Assessment. As I look back on Lorelei’s work, I remember that she was one of the 
most diligent students in the class and took her course work very seriously. I remember also that she attended class with interest and enthusiasm and participated in order to fuel her own curiosity and share interests and explorations with other students. Lorelei’s major papers in my course show not only aptitude around my course outcomes, but also varied interests related to human service including art therapy, autistic youth, and animal rescue services. I know Lorelei will succeed at whatever she puts her mind to and I hope she remembers her time in this program fondly. 
Balasz Dibuz, co-teacher at Trillium Academy 
	 I had the opportunity to work with Lorelei for about seven months at Trillium Academy, a school for twice-exceptional middle and high school students in Seattle, WA this academic year. During that time, I got to know Lorelei quite well through co-teaching and other collaborations in the enrichment programs at the school. I am the Maker in Residence, and Lorelei ant I developed a number of interdisciplinary projects together and shared a teaching space for some of our classes. 
	Lorelei is a wonderful colleague because she is trustworthy and reliable and follows through on things we plan together. She is well-organized and prepared for art lessons and activities, but also flexible, making adjustments as needed and readily differentiating for ability, learning style and interest. She had to shift her art program between spaces a number of times this school year, but she did so with grace and resilience. No matter what challenges come up, Lorelei puts her students first and creates an environment where they feel safe to be themselves and to try new things. 
	I have been very impressed with Lorelei’s repertoire as an art instructor; she is able to encourage student explorations in many different media. One o the benefits of this is that she can support students in pursuing ideas and projects that appeal to them and in media they are comfortable with. In fact, Lorelei’s art classes are places where students can process and work through social and emotional challenges safely and confidentially. Her respect for her students’ autonomy and privacy makes her classroom a space for healing and growing. Art therapy seems a natural discipline for Lorelei to pursue and I would highly recommend her for any program of study and employment opportunity in this realm based on my knowledge of her as a person, as an artist and as an educator. 
